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y { WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY àl 
`>- ~>> Washington Claremont College Library 


Ww RA 
Eons Lartin Dies ; JUN 2 - 1943 


Chairman, Special Cormittee to 
Iuvestigete Un-A erican Activities 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear ir. Dies: 


I heve noted in the press recently a number of statements by repre- 
sentatives of the Committee on Un-Av-erican Activities which have a direct 
bearing on the work of the War Relocation Authority, and have the effect 
of seriously interfering with the program which wate agency nas been in- 
structed by the President and the Congress to carry out. The stetements 
have eee so misleadine to the public, and so fraught with errors and half- 
truths that I an impelled to record my comments for your information. 


Several of ine stetements have dwelt upon the presence of organized 
and dangerous pro-Japanese elements in the West Coast population prior to 
the outbreak of war, No mention is made of the fact that the federal in- 
Serine agencies apprehended several thousand suspects immediately efter 

rl Harbor, and thet those found guilty upon hearings have been incarcer- 
ee in internment camps. Instead the implication is strongly meade that all 
such subversive individuals are to be found in the population of the relo- 
cation centers. 


On May 2°, Mr. Robert E. Stripling, identified as Caief Investigator 
of your Committee, was quoted in the Dress as saying- that spies and saboteurs 
are being released from tke relocation centers. The charges weres not sup- 

3 oe never o they unzguestioncbly would heve the effect of arousing 
Japanese encestry who are seeking to relocate. 
l jority grents leeve from its centers with the 
ision thet an individual may be called beck ət anv time for sufficient 
I em only discharging my responsibilities wh en request that I be 
a seg) the names of eny persons released from relocation centers who 
z r saboteurs or who heve been treined in saboteur schools. I 
usgest also that the ranes and evidence bds meie availeble immedietely to 
Investigation. 
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In a statement to the press on Mey öl, which I unaerstand also was 
mede by Mr. Stripling, it was ae Zea thot evacuees in relocation centers 


are provided co foods of kinds and quantities not available to the general 
public. Excep or the amounts of food on hand at the Manzanar Relocation 


Center which presumebly were Accurately reported, the statement was erron- 


piv 


eous and conse pees misleading. The statement ves mede that "prime" beef 
wes provided for the evacuees. The bee? ordered for relocation centers is 
third grade. The OEE ee spokesman completely ignored the fact that all 
food rationing restrictions of the OPA are in force at relocation centers, 

neat the actual cost of ona is approximately 40 cents a day per person, 
and the WRA has deliberately refrained from purchasing certein kinds of 


Oe 


food known to bes scarce. These facts vere made known to the committee's 
investigators tho visited the Manzanar Relocetion Center, snd could have 
been quickly anc readily confirmed by a telepnone call to tris office. 

The Office of the President has just referred to me the telegrem of 
Kay 19 from Representative J. Parnell Thomas, a merber of your committee, 
urging, Presidential action in stooping further release of people of Jepan- 
ese ancestry until section II Be your committee's report on Axis activities 
ean be issusd, and the Committee's investigetion of the relocation centers 
can be completed. In the Bees of any supporting facts, re mist regard 
Mr. Thomas’! request as purely personal, snd insufficient to werrant e 
chenze in the policies of this agency. 


We have. our own records on all persons above 17 years of ege in the 
relocetion centers, snd we also heye availeble to us information from the 
ecords of the federal investigative agencies. In the interest of national 
ecurity re do not release any evacuee if his record indicstes any reason 
ny it would not be edvisable for him to live outside a relocetion center. 

ee the other hend, the manporer situation plus the constitutional guarantees 
mand thet loyal American citizens end leav-abiding aliens be given every 
ee to contribute to the wer effort d7 vroductive work in nermal 
communities. 
Investigetors for your Committee heave visited © number of the 
relocation cen ms syS, and have receivec. coiplete collaboration of the staff 
there. Ye in the nationsl office will be glrd to cooperate fully in pro- 
viding facts which your committee may desire concerning the policies and 
procedures of tnis agency. To dats no inmexber or representative of the 
Committee hes asked me for any information or kes been in touch with any 
member of the Weshington staff. ; 

In Geo mec time I hope it vill be possible for representatives of 
your Committee to refrain from making; public stetements concerning the War 
Relocation Authority on the basis of incomplete information. Continuance 
of tais practice of issuing irresponsible stetements can only lecd to the 
conclusion that the Committee has abandoned its assignment of fact-finding 

and in this instance is devoting itself to the oppression of a minority. 
uch a course cen contribute only to national disunity end hinder the war 


effort. 


DP 


Sincerely yours 


